
If you grew up in the 40s, 50s or 60s and were a registered 
Boy Scout, you automatically received a subscription to a Life 
magazine-sized publication called Boy’s Life. Lots of us back 
then didn’t – and still don’t – take time to wander through 
large articles full of text, we’d rather do what a friend calls 
“reading the pictures”. Those of us who made a practice of 
that were instantly attracted to the graphic panels created by 
contributors with colorful names like Lone Eagle, or Whit-
tlin’ Jim. These were illustrated instructional plates that were 
always engaging and appealed to anyone 
with an interest in craft: Lone Eagle spe-
cialized in projects known as Indian Lore, 
and Whittling’ Jim added his monthly 
project – mostly neckerchief slides – that 
we couldn’t wait to try out. 

But the real hero of the bunch was a 
man by the name of W. Ben. Hunt. His 
panels were filled with handicraft and 
campcraft skills that had real application 
for those of us who liked to spend time 
outside. He illustrated plans for camping 
gear, watercraft, leathercrafts, “wrinkles” 
for winter outings, primitive and wood-
craft skills, nature lore, cooking tricks, 
fishing tackle and more. They were a trea-
sure trove of crafts designed to make any 
do-it-yourselfer kid take notice.

These were half-page panels – 5”x13”, 
fully illustrated with explanations that 
had been kid-tested, and simplified to 
a “common-sense approach” that would 
still challenge anyone’s skills, yet allow 
kids to develop a pride in craftsmanship. 
It wasn’t until years later that we figured 
out that W. Ben. Hunt also wrote under 
the pen names of Lone Eagle and Whit-
tlin’ Jim – imagine, 3 heroes in one. His 
Indian Lore projects have been reprinted 
in countless books and are still in print to 
this day – nearly 90 years later.     
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Unfortunately, very few of the handicraft and almost 

none of the campcraft panels have been reprinted since their 
original publication. Hunt’s main goal was to develop hob-
bies and fun leisure time activities, not the preservation of 
old skills. In fact it’s been written that “He presented old-fash-
ioned skills not as a means of making one’s living nor as roman-
tic or historic oddities, not even as educational tools to teach 
about the lives of our forefathers.”  To us “picture readers” who 
still look fondly at those panels and wonder if they can real-

ly be accomplished nearly 100 years later, 
the preservation of the traditional arts 
that Hunt collected seems just as valuable 
as the mastery of new skills.   

“I made everything I wrote about. If you 
don’t make it, you better not write about 
it, because those kids are just looking for 
a chance to trip you up.” 

So, let’s take a deep dive into these 
“classics of do-it-yourself literature” and 
spend time walking in the footsteps of 
this master teacher. Let’s see if these old 
skills can still be done today and deter-
mine if some of these old traditions still 
have application to us old kids. Can we 
still find the materials at a reasonable 
price, and more importantly, have we got 
the skill base to do them? That’s an im-
portant question. 

If you look at old camping skills 
books there’s lots of information about 
axe, saw and other edged tool use, but 
almost nothing about pocketknife use. 
Why’s that? Because every kid had one 
in his pocket and its use was almost sec-
ond nature: same with many of the other 
simple tools that Hunt’s projects call for. 
Recapturing and honing skills may be a 
valuable outcome to this project as well. 
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When the Boy Scouts took over the publishing of Boy’s 
Life in 1912, one of the leaders of the Scouting movement, 
Dan Beard, a trained and skilled illustrator, became the main 
source for scoutcraft projects. Beard’s inspiration came from 
his boyhood hero, Daniel Boone - a direct link to a legacy 
of frontier traditions and skills. Beard became Ben Hunt’s 
hero when he was a kid – Hunt spent hours following the 
plans illustrated by Uncle Dan. In 1942, Ben Hunt became 
the fulltime illustrator for Boy’s Life and replaced Dan Beard.  
Hunt’s illustrated panels have become classics and are the in-
spiration for this project. Ben Hunt is our hero, and his leg-
acy should help us reconnect with the original sources  and 
traditions.

“… field equipment is a most excellent hobby to amuse one during 
the shut-in season. I know nothing else that so restores the buoyant 
optimism of youth as overhauling one’s kit and planning trips for 
the next vacation… The best way is to make many of the things 
yourself. This gives your pastime an air of thrift, and propitiates the 
Lares and Penates by keeping you home o’ nights.”	

	 Horace Kephart - Dean of American Camping, 1916.

Springtime gives us the perfect excuse to get our camp 
gear in order, and nothing is better at adding that do-it-your-
self touch than making and field testing the items that are 
unique to your kit.  So, assemble your workbench and let’s 
get started.
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Step 1-Cut out the opening  5 ½ x 2 5/8  - 1qt can
• It’s easiest to start the cut by drilling a fairly large hole. 
• Cut the opening dimensions 1/4 inch smaller all the 
    way around if you plan to turn the edges back.
• Cut small 45˚cuts in the corners to allow the turn.
• Turn the edge -hammer against an anvil or squeeze flat.

Step 2-Cut the soup cans to 1 ¼ height
• Turn the edges if you want.
• Size is determined by the size of the Sterno container.
	
Step 3-Punch vents in both ends of the 1qt can
• Modern cans have a plastic spout that must be removed 
    so air gets in this way.

Step 4-Bolt soup cans to bottom
• Punch holes in the center of the bottom of the cans.
• Place them in the tin can and mark the holes.
• Punch holes in the tin can and bolt in the soup cans.
• Cut the bolts as flush as possible

Step 5-Cut screen to fit
• Cut screen – 14x7 segments should do it.  
• Make small hinges from the  
   hole scrap ½  x 1 ¼ .
• Punch holes with an awl and 
   screw in place.
	
Step 6-Cut screen to fit around bottom of stove
• 13x13 segments for length and width. 
• Width is determined by how high you want your pots 
to rest above the flames when using the elevated screen. 
This measurement is controlled by how many segments 
are cut, or by where you place the holes for the support 
wire (Step 7).

Step 7-Punch holes for support wires
• Placement is determined by the size of the fuel cans. 
If heat tabs are used instead of Sterno, the wires can go 
right over the top of the soup cans. If a lower support is 
needed, punch the holes so the wires pass by the soup 
cans.	
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• Materials Required
	 1 quart can
	 2 soup cans
	 ½ inch hardware cloth  *    
        * Hunt calls it 2x2 Galvanized Machinery Guard 
	  2 ¼x1 inch Nuts/Bolts/Washers 
	 2 Sheet Metal Screws
	 1/8 inch Wire Rod
	 2 Stern Fuel
	 Heat Tabs - Solid Fuel
• Tools Required
	 Tin Snips
	 Scratch Awl
	 Pliers
	 Wrench
	 Screw Driver
	 Drill and bits
• Optional Tools
	 Angle Grinder w cut-off wheel
	 Other Fuel alternatives
	 Grozing Pliers
	 Small Anvil
	 Hammer

Boy’s Life has presented simple tin can stove designs for many years – 
The Pail Stove 1945, The Kriegie Stove 1949, Tin Can Cooker and Camp 
Stoves 1950, Charcoal Cooker 1950, Two Burner Canned Heat Stove 
1951, Charcoal Stove 1957, Double Duty Camp Stove 1962 and others.

Completed stove and grates. 

      Note - All fuels boiled best when the pot was on the raised grate. 
		  • The lower grate seemed to restrict air low and damper the heat. 
		  • Cooked eggs in a frying pan on the low grate without any problems at all.



      Note - All fuels boiled best when the pot was on the raised grate. 
		  • The lower grate seemed to restrict air low and damper the heat. 
		  • Cooked eggs in a frying pan on the low grate without any problems at all. W. Ben. Hunt by-line logos.

Sample 1 quart cans.

Stove with canned heat and elevated screen in place.

Tea pot ready to boil. See results on the fuel test chart on preious page.

Second stove took less than an hour to make. 
Shows edges of the hole turned back and used 

Sterno cans bolted in place.

p. 110  - Now when a kid 
would have the book and 
want to make one of those 
same things he would do it 
in reverse order. He has a 
drawing so he would have 
to make a tracing or use  a 
piece of carbon paper to 
transfer the outline to a 
block of wood and then 


