






















































































































WOOD 
STOVES 

the oldest new idea 
Fire can be a friend that keeps you company with 

accomodating crackles of conversation while 
warming you to a peaceful lull. Fire is also a logical 
and inexpensive means of heating your home, be it a 
cozy cabin or modern city dwelling. As a matter of 
fact, the number of people turning to wood heat is 
growing so rapidly that stove manufacturers are 
springing up all over the country, and all claiming to 
have the "most efficient" product on the market. 

Because a good many residents of Western 
Montana 's Bitterroot Valley burn wood for their 
·prime source of heat, WOODSMOKE has done some 
askin' around to see just how the users feel about 
their brand of stove and its performance. You can 
get the "facts" about size, expected performance, 
special features and all the other good points from 
the manufacturer, but will they tell it all? 

Woody : I asked Marlionne Bremer, an earthy, 
typically country gal how she liked using wood heat 
and if she would mind telling me her feelings about 
her stove. 

Marli: "We have a Papa Bear Fisher and I per­
sonally think anyone wanting an efficient stove 
should get one. Come on in and I' ll build up the fire 
and show you what it can do." 

Woody: I did and she put a roll of paper and six 
small splits of slab into the stove. 

Marti: "Now listen, it really gets goin'. It 'll start 
going whump, whump, in a minute, that means it's 
really sucking air and it'll heat the whole place in 
nothing flat." 

Woody : I never did hear it go whump, whump, but 
was convinced by her enthusiasm that Marli and 
Papa Bear had a real thing going. 
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Marti: " It took me two years to learn how to use . 
it .. .friends . .used to come over and I would be dresse<,l 
in a sleeveless shirt and tongs and they'd sa:r, 'are 
you nuts , it's 10 below out there' . Now that I've 
learned to use le s wood I can get better regulated 
heat all the time and don't use half as much wood 
either." 

Woody : What made you decide on a Fisher Stove in 
the first place? 

Marli: " Ralph Woods, down the road has used 
wood heat for 50 years and he has a Fisher now, says 
it's the best he has ever had. And a couple of other 

·people recommended Fisher too. It 's a good stove, 
I'm happy. Actually we could've gotten by with a 
smaller model though ... the Papa Bear is built for a . 
bigger house but I'd rather have the ability to heat 
more space than not enough." 

Woody: Did you run into any problems installing 
the stove? 

Marli: "Well we did put extra supports under the 
house. The stove weighs over 400 pounds so we didn't 
want the thing falling through the floor . I had 3 in­
ches added to the legs all around too, it's better for 
cooking." 

Woody: Then you do use it for cooking? 
Marti : "Most of the time. It took me awhile to 

figure out how to regulate it for cooking, then I came 
on the idea of moving my whistling tea kettle around 
on the stove top to find out where the hottest spots 
were. One thing though, if you 're going to cook on it 
don't stoke it up or you won 't be able to get near it. I 
use trivets too, it keeps the food from scorching. 
What I really like is the surface space .. .I can put 2 

and 2 sauce pans on the bottom and 5 sauce 
pans on the top. Last year I did all my canning on it 
but it got pretty hot in here. I've us'ed a metal 



bread box for baking on top of it too. You would 
need a thermometer though. I .mean you can't 
cook turkey in it or anything but it 's great for 
baking bread or casseroles! 

Woody : I notice there is no grate, what happens to 
your ashes? 

Marti : " I only have to clean it out 2 or three times 
a year. It burns so hot it doesn't leave anything. It 's 
great for burning trash too because it burns it so fast 
it doesn't smoke and pollute the air." 

Woody: What about smoke? I know it can be a real 
problem. 

Marti: " This stove just doesn't smoke. When I 
open the door to load it, it drafts up. That saves the 
walls and ceiling, paintings and stuff, which can get 
really expensive, painting all the time." 

Woody: Is there anything you don't like about your 
Fisher? 

Marti: "Just that I wish it was prettier !" 
Woody: John and Vickie Cornish have a modern 

home and wanted a wood stove that would double as 
a fireplace, so they bought a Franklin. I asked them 
to tell me the pros and cons. 

Vickie: "Well, it's nice for the pleasure of having a 
fire, but if you're serious about heat you'd be better 
off with another model. For one thing, it uses alot of 
wood. We have friends that have a Schrader and we 
use about double the wood they use." 

Woody: Then you obviously have another source of 
heat? 

Vickie : " Yes, we have electric heat too but bur­
ning the Franklin does make quite a difference in the 
heat bill. " 

Woody: I notice that you have a blower in the pipe, 
how does that affect its efficiency? 

John: "It circulates the heat so the living room and 
adjoining kitchen stay warm, but ever since we put 
it in we've had to keep the doors on the stove 
closed because of the smoke. It 's too bad because 
we like the fireplace atmosphere too ." 

Woody: Did it smoke before? 
John: "Yes, it 's always smoked a little but now it 's 

worse." 
Woody: Any other problems? 
Vickie: "Since we have been using it alot for 

heating, the sides have started to warp some. It 
probably wouldn't do that if it was just being used 
as a fireplace though." 

Woody: Mr. and Mrs . Fortune sell woodstoves and 
carry the Earth Stove, a popular wood burner that is 
highly advertised. Although I didn 't want to get 
"professional" comments I felt it would be wor­
thwhile to mention what Mrs. Fortune had to say 
about this stove. 

Fisher Stove. 

Mrs. Fortune : "Well , we plan to discontinue the 
Earth Stove because we have been getting some 
feedback from our customers. They are having 
trouble with the sides warping. We've sold alot of 
Earth Stoves but now we're changing to the Moun­
tain Aire, it's a little more expensive but it's a better 
stove and it has all the features of the Earth Stove. 

( 

rcauntain-lire 

Firebrick lined Fire Box 

Unique Double Draft System 

Woody: ext I talked to Irma Mason. The Masons 
live in a large , two-story house that has been in their 
family for years . On the back porch is a Schrader 
Stove. It was hard to believe that this was the only 
source of heat for the entire house, or that it could be 
efficient setting on the porch! I asked Irma if . it 
was necessary to keep a really hot fire going all 
the time to heat the entire house. 

Irma: "Oh, no, I just fill it up once in awhile and it 
heats just fine . In fact , let me check .. . my gosh, it's 82 
degrees in here now." 

--- .. -· ... -~-----------·------
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Woody: How do you like the Schrader Stove Irma? 
Irma: "I love it, we used to have a Sears and I 

wouldn't recommend that to anyone but now that we 
have our Schrader we just stay really warm. It heats 
the whole house. In fact, I have to close the doors 
upstairs or it just gets too hot up there. You know I 
should get a commission from the Schrader people, 
I've sold so many stoves for them! " 

Woody: Are there any features about the Schrader 
you don't like? 

Irma : "No, we just haven't had any problems. 
When we bought it the man came out and installed it 
for us then he came back to see how it was working, 
we just really love it." 

Woody: You said you had a Sears stove you didn' t 
like, what was the problem? 

Irma: "Well we had two of them and neither one 
worked. The liner warped and the fire burned right 
through. We had Sears come out and take a look at it 
and they said it shouldn't have done it and gave us 
another one, but the very same thing happened 
again. They did give us almost $190.00 back after the 
second time because we just didn't want to try again. 
That's when we bought our Schrader and we've 
never had any trouble with it." 
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Woody: Irma's comments about the Sears stoves 
were interesting because I know someone else who 
has been using that make for a couple of years now 
and hasn't had much trouble. I asked Scott Ross if he 
had any similar problems with his Sears stove. 

Scott: " It heats pretty well, in fact we live in a two­
story, four bedroom house with no insulation to 
speak of and we stay toasty as long as we keep the 
Buck stove going in the kitchen. It isn't as effective 
as some I've seen but does hold the heat all night 
when I take the time to bank it right. I like the 
automatic thermostat, it shuts the damper down to 
low when it gets too hot and opens it again as 
things cool off. There are two little holes in the 
damper so it can never be shut completely down 
like some stoves, it has quite a few holes where 
it 's bolted together too." 

Woody: Leona Clatworthy, a long time resident of 
the Bitterroot and a veteran wood user had a few 
things to say to anyone contemplating the purchase 
of a wood stove. Leona and her young daughter were 
alone in the house when their Ashley stove blew up, 
severely burning both mother and daughter. Neigh­
bors who saw the explosion said that pieces of the 
house flew 80 feet in the air . The entire house burned 
to the ground along with all their possessions. The 
cause of the fire .. . gases had built up in the pipes and 
stove and when the door to the stove was opened the 
rush of oxygen caused the explosion. I asked Leona if 
she felt that the accident was the fault of the stove 
or particular conditions that existed at that time. 

Leona : "Both. The construction of the Ashley 
stove, or any controlled heat stove, encourages gas 
build up. We had experienced two months of really 
cold weather and were burning alot of wood just to 
keep warm. But because the stove didn't vent 
properly the gases didn't burn out. " 

Woody: Do you think yours was an isolated case? 
Leona: ' "As a matter of fact I know of three 

other cases, all involved an Ashley stove. A neigh­
bor who lived just a mile from us had their stove 
blow up in the night killing two small children." 

Woody: Do you use a wood stove now? 
Leona: "Yes, we have a F isher and are really 

pleased with it. Mother has an Earth Stove and I've 
been trying to convince her to get rid of it because of 
th~ controlled heat. (thermostatic control) It has 
started belching smoke and could be dangerous." 

Woody: Dewey and Eve Baker have three wood 
burning stoves in their modern home. They also have 
an auxiliary electric baseboard heating system that 
they use when they plan to be away from the house or 
in case the fire goes out. Eve commented on the 
efficiency of each of the wood burners. 



Eve: " I've got an old fashioned Majestic wood 
burning cook stove in my kitc~n . It certainly isn't 
very economical on wood, it's either too hot or not hot 
enough but I like it to warm things up in the morning. 
It cooks pretty well. 

Woody: Do you use it for cooking? 
Eve: "Yes, I do, alot. You get used to it after 

awhile, you learn when to add more wood and how to 
regulate the heat. " 

Woody: Then you have another stove just for 
heating the upstairs and one for downstairs? 

Eve: We have a carousel fireplace in the living 
room. It 's very efficient for heating the room 
because its a free standing unit but you couldn 't build 
it up to last all night or it would get too hot and break 
the glass. The only thing I don't like about it is that it 
never looks clean. The glass gets smoked up 
whenever its being used. It's just like a kerosene 
lantern. Then downstairs we have a Warm Morning 
heat stove." 

Woody: Do you use that to heat the house at night? 
Eve: "Yes, that 's actually what we use to heat the 

whole house all the time, unless it gets really cold 
then we build a fire in the fireplace. It has a fan 
and circulates the heat real well. I have absolutely 
no complaint about that stove, it 's very efficient 
with wood." 

Woody: The Cook family also has a Warm Morning 
stove in their home as an auxiliary source of heat. 
They have found that with proper insulation, storm 
windows and weatherstripping on all doors and 
windows it is possible to heat even a very large home 
such as theirs very efficiently with wood. 

We certainly have covered only a few of the 
stoves on the market, for better or worse, but · 
we hope we have been able to give you a little 
insight into what features to look for when you go 
shopping for a stove. You will know what your 
needs are .. .look for a stove that will suit your 
particular situation. If you want a fireplace, look 
for one but if you want an efficient heating stove 
your requirements will be more exact. 

The comments by those who were interviewed 
don't represent the complete picture either, there 
are sure to be other opinions that may differ 
with those expressed, ask around yourself before 
you buy. 

There are alot of other wood-burning stoves on 
the market like the old pot-bellied model that is 
great for day time heating, 5 gallon drum garage 
stoves, cook stoves, trash burners, decorative 
parlor stoves and free-standing fireplaces . There is 
also a wood burning stove that hooks right up to 
your electric heating system that could serve as 
an emergency auxiliary or as a main source of 
heat. There are wood burning hot water tanks, 
blowers for maximum efficiency, special venting 
techniques that will help you overcome specific 
problem areas and many, many more products 
that you will find through a reputable dealer. 

The following table lists the amount of available BTU's for certain woods. 

ASH 
ASPEN 
BEECH, AMERICAN 
81 RCH, YELLOW 
DOUGLAS FIR, HEARTWOOD 
WLM, AMER ICAN 
HICKORY, SHAGBARK 
MAPLE, SUGAR 
MAPLE, RED 
OAK, RED 
OAK, WHITE 
PINE, EASTERN WH ITE 
PINE, SOUTHERN YELLOW 

Avail able heat 
per cord 

Green A ir·Dry 
(Million BTU) 

16.5 20.0 
10.3 12.5 
17 .3 21.8 
17.3 21 .3 
13.0 18.0 
14.3 \ 17.2 
20.7 24.6 
18.4 21.3 
15.0 18.6 
17.9 21 .3 
19.2 22.7 
12.1 13.3 
14.2 20.5 

Percent more 
heat from 

Air-Dry 
21 
21 
26 
23 
38 
20 
19 
16 
24 
19 
18 
10 
44 
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According to U.S. Forest Products Laboratory research, 44% more heat can be 
obta ined from a log simply by lett ing it air dry before you burn it . I t is advisabl e 
t hat you split , stack and cover your wood well in advance o f your an ticipa ted heat · 
ing season . The tabl e below lists a variety of Amer ican woods in approx imate order 
o f fuel value and will be of help to you in your parti cular area. The prices at the top 
o f each column are th ose you can ex pect to pay for the wood in that co lumn and 
still come out ahead of what you would pay to heat you r home on 50 cent·a·gall on 
f uel oil. At these pri ces, y ou'll get heat at rough ly hal f wh at y ou woul d pay t o heat 

with electricity at .05 cents per KWH . 

$50 .$60 $40. $50 $30.$40 

PER CORD PER CO RD PER COR D 

(H IGH) (MED IUM]_ (LOW) 

LIVE OAK HOLLY BL ACK SPRUC E 

SHAGBARK HI CKORY POND PIN E HEMLOCK 

BLACK LOCUST NUT PINE CATALPA 

DOGWOOD LOB LOLLY PINE RED AL DER 

SLASH PINE TAMARA CK TULIP POPLAR 

HOP HO RNBEAM SHOR TLEAF PINE RED FI R 

PERSIMMON WESTERN LAR CH SITKA SP RUCE 

SHADBUSH JUNI PER WHITE SPRUC E 

APPLE PAPER BIRCH BLACK WIL LOW 

WHITE OAK RED MAPLE LARGE TOOT H ASPEN 

HONEY LOCUST CHERRY BUTTERNU T 

BLACK Bl RCH AMERICA N ELM PONDEROSA PI NE 

YEW BLACK GUM NOB L E Fl A 

BLUE BEECH SYCAM ORE REDWOOD 

RED OAK GRAY 81 RCH QUAKING ASPEN 

ROCK ELM DOUGLA S FIR SU GAR PINE 

SUGAR MAPLE PITCH PINE WHITE PIN E 

AMERICAN BEECH SASSAFRAS BA LSAM FIR 

Y ELLOW 81 RCH MAGNOL IA COTT ONWOOD 

LO!\JGLEAF PINE RED CEDAR BASSWOOD 

WHITE ASH NORWAY PIN E WESTERN RE D CED A R 

OREGON ASH BALD CYPRESS BA LS AM POPLAR 

BLACK WALNUT CHEST NUT 

NO l F · Wood at the t op of each co lumn is wor th th e high end of th e pri ce r ange 

for thdl colu mn ; p;ty J 'ower pri ce for those ncar the bot tom of the 

column. 
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AN ADVENTURE IN 
PRIMITIVE LIVING 

JUNE 20 · 24 1979 

presented by 

THE LARRY DEAN OLSEN 
SURVIVAL ASSOCIATION 

INFORMATION 

WHAT IS RABBIT STICK? 
It is not exactly a rende:vous or a conference, 

it is simply a get-together . • • • • •••• a. 4 day 
memorable experience with the stone age. Within its 
circle are the foremost names in Outdoor Survival, 
Primitive Living and Total Self Sufficient Living off 
the Hmd. Each person a ttending will literally be 
steeped in the aroma of the occasion with a drum 
beat agenda of seminars, workshops, firesides, 
Indian dancing, trading, contests and skills awards. 
It 's an unforgettable Indian and Pioneer camp. 

WHO MAY ATTEND? 
Rabbit Stick is for members of the Larry Dean 

Olsen Survival Association. Anyone may join the 
Association and include in that membership all 
members of his immediate family. 

WHEN? 
The second annual Rabbit Stick will be held June 

2G-24. 

WHERE? 
Spanish Fork, Utah. 

COST? 
Details and cost information may be received by 

writing Ron Zacharias, P.O. Box 1301, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84110 or calling 1-801-262-5129. 

Continutd 
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SEMINAR AGENDA 

Making and Using Fire Workshop 
-- Bow and drill fire making 
-- Flint & steel fire making 
--How to lay out fires for cooking, keeping warm and 
for heating materials for tool construction 
-- Making coal beds and sleeping fires 
-- Chimney draft beds 

Indian Brain Tanning 
-- Techniques, lips and tricks of tanning. 

(participants will need to bring their own hides or 
plan to purchase them at Rabbit Stick .) 

Edible and Constructive Plants Seminar 
-- Identify many edible and useful wild plants 
-- Harvesting and preparing wild plant foods 
--Using plants for making tools, dyes , medicines and 
cordage 
-- Poisonous plants 
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Indian Bow and Arrow Making 
--.Instruction in making bows, arrows and bow string 
Beginning and dvanced Stoneworking Workshop 
-- How to make stone tools , arrowheads, knives and 
axes 
-- Core preparation, percussion flaking, pressure 
flaking, pecking and crumbling 
-- Advanced blade making, fl uting and parallel 
flaking methods 
- Polished stone ax maki ng, drilling and grinding 
methods 

Hunting, Trapping and Stalking Skills Seminar 
-- How to make and hunt with primitive weapons 
-- How to make traps, deadfalls and snares and set 
out a trapline 
-- How to track and stalk animals for food 
-- How to read signs, construct sets and identify 
animal habits and habitats 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
Fire Making Contest 

There's a big and valuable prize for t he fastes t bow 
drill in the west! Prizes also given for mn t and steel 
fire making and a special award will be given to each 
person who makes a fi re with the ha nd drill method. 
Black Powder Shoot 

All day Saturday 
Trading Session 

Spread your blanket on the ground and ba rter your 
trade goods. There 's only one hitch - no talkum - use 
sign language only. You may not know how, but 
we 're sure you can get your point over eventually ! 

Atl-Atl Throwing Contest 
This could become a· new national sport. Star t now 

to make an atl-a tl and spear (directions in the book 
Outdoor Survival Skills by Larry Olsen). Big prizes 
will be given for accuracy and.distance throwing. 
Throwing the Rabbit Stick 

teach the children many fun and useful skills and 
activities. They will have many oppor tunities to win 
prizes of thei r own, enter contests , and learn how to 
survive at Rabbit Stick. 

Primitive and Pioneer Cooking 
Elegantly tas y and filling meals with fry bread, 

stews. breads, potatoes and special recipes . 
Guaranteed to satisfy, and of course, ash cakes. 
Bring your own dutch oven and recipes to share. 

Indian and Pioneer Games 
Special Lectures and Firesides 

Impressive speakers on subjects dear to all out­
doorsmen, pioneers and survivalists. Indian and 
pioneer stories will be told around the campfire 
each night. 

Distance and accuracy are awarded in this event. Hawk and Knife Throwing Contest 
There will also be a prize for the best looking Rabbit Bring your tipi or trappers lean to. If you have 
Stick. skills you would like to see ta ught please contact us 
Children 's Program or if you have special skills you would like to share 

Bring the whole famly. Special instructors will with others please let us know. --------
THE ROWHOUS 
Kit Mini Greenhous 

lt. • Increases growing 
time two months. 

• Ideal for tomato 
plants. 

• Fits over a row .so 
it adapts easily to garden 
use. 

• Easy to assemble 
kit. (1 0 linear feet) 

For more information contact 

BoMar Enter • r• es 
5 14 Owen St. 

Stevensville, MT. 59870 
or call 1·406·777·5893 
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SCHRADER MEANS: Schrader WOOD STOVES • Low Hea t ~ng Costs • Low Energy 
ConsumptiOn • Beauty 1n Oes1gn • The 

Newest Features • Bu 1lt to last a 
lilet1me Solid Steel Construc110n 

10 Models and sizes to choose from . 

You Can Start Saving Big Money 
Right Now WHh A Schrader Stove. 

STOVES OF BEAUTY 
CUSTOM BUILT 

FOR YOUR HOME 

The Schrader 
WDDll STOVES 

3015 Railroad Street 
Missoula, Montana 5980:1· 

(406) 728-8980 

C.o m 'P o.xe.. 
1hl'3 Feo.."tur-e ~ ~ 

FRo\\IT 

A unique feature of the Schrader stove Is Illustrated by 
the picture above. The secondary combustion chamber is 
at the front of the stove instead of in the back, an arrange· 
ment favoring radiation of more heat into the room and less 
toward the wall. 

Because the heat production is even once the draft is 
set the fire bums at a contro lled rate. Our manual drafts can 
be set to maintain a constant and steady temperature 
throughout the day whereas thermostatic controlled drafts 
work at an on and oft system ana will not maintain a steady 
temperature. 

The Schrader stove has over 1 / 3 of the volume of the 
stove located above the door. This feature allows the flame 
to reach its hottest temperature creating more complete 
combustion of volatile gases. 

Our unique baffle system allows the wood or coal to burn 
from top down and leaves a minimal of ash. Most stoves 
need not be cleanecj oftener than every 4·6 months. 



A 11 en Priddy 
If undeliverable please return 
Return & forwarding postage guaranteed 

Po. Box 665 
Pocatello. ID 82101 
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If you wa lke d i n to the woods today, what 
would the deer and the co yote 
smell- -- r u bber , garbage cans, 
exhaust fumes and asphalt?··· 

Stand in the Woods moke for a whil e 

... . And invite 
your friends 

to join you 

A woodsm an kn ows the value 
of WO ODSMOKE puts him in tu ne w i th 
the w i ld s . It take s away the fumes of 
civili zat io n . 

If you enjoyed WOODSMOKE you should really set your courses for those future columns of 
WOODSMOK E rising on the horizon . The spark has just been struck and the flame s are ready to 
warm you from now on. You can sit with WOODS MOKE and feel the lore of the trail and the securi ty 
of the homestead hearth , both together. The skills for living will keep your finge rs busy round the 
evening fire wherever you are . WOODSMOKE will be sizzling with hump roast and ashcakes; 
stoneage skill s and homespun hints for a better and more enduring lifestyle; adventure and history 
along with a few tall ta les now and then . WOODSMOKE aims to help you build confidence and a 
sense of adventure in yourself by putting you in touch with newer and better ways to become one 
with nature and with society. Contrary to the pessimist ic opin ions of some people, WOODSMOKE 
believes that man is the master of his destiny and that he is truly a part of this wonderful universe . 
Lie down just outside the fires dim and gaze at the limit less universe above, feel the stillness of the 
land and let the free breezes bathe you in your very own WOODSMOKE. 
And while you ' re at it, why not g ive your best fri ends WOODSMOKE. Let it blow in their direction 

~-........................... . ......................................... .. .................... , .... .. 
WOODSMOKE WOODSMOKE 

P.O.Box 62, Stevensville , MT 59870 P.O. Box 62, Stevensville, MT 59870 

Please send a year ' s subscription to: Please send a year ' s subscription to: 
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State City State 
Zip 
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