
Classic Camping Notes X



Located in Bear Brook State Park near Allenstown, 
New Hampshire, the museum is open from Memorial Day 
to Columbus Day. I tried for three years to get to the mu-
seum when I traveled to Vermont for the Snow Walker’s 
Rendezvous, finding it already closed. Then, last year I got 
to Vermont for my canoe instructors recertification and was 
able to finally get to see the inside of the exhibits. 

As you enter the grounds, the front of the building 
is guarded by a display of tin can campers from all ages. 
The inside is first a row of display cases and shelves full of 
books and artifacts of the day. The information desk sells 
vintage cards and books ( I picked up 2 autographed canoe 
books by Bill Riviera).

WELCOME TO THE 
MUSEUM OF FAMILY CAMPING

The inner room is the gold mine. The outside walls are 
lined with shelves full of old gear, and in one corner is an 
umbrella tent full of interesting artifacts. The central dis-
play is a composite camping covering camping gear from 
1880 to 1940. It’s one of those displays you can sit and look 
at for hours.

When the guides found out I was interested in classic 
camping, and traveled all the way from Idaho to visit them, 
there wasn’t enough they could do to help me out.

The museum also has a hall of fame of camping’s 
greats including Horace Kephart, L.L. Bean, Sheldon Cole-
man, Teddy Roosevelt and many others. 







CAMPING 1880 - 1940









It’s a hidden treasure and you should make an ef-
fort to see it. It’s a small display, but rich in camp-
ing heritage. For information go to www.ucampnh.
com/museum/Welcome.html. The website was recently 

redone, making it simpler and up-to-date, but re-
moved many of the great collection photos that in-
spired me to make the trek over and over until I got 
to visit. 


